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a kingdom where there are people and industry.3 He poured
scorn upon those people who were continually producing statis-
tics to show that the balance of trade was adverse and that the
nation was being drained of its wealth. On the question of non-
interference he is not, indeed, entirely consistent. Though quite
definitely not a mercantilist, he shows in one place a leaning to-
wards protectionism, *A tax on German linen encourages home
manufactures and thereby multiplies our people and industry/
Yet he complains that politicians 'adopt a hundred contrivances
which serve to no purpose but to check industry and rob our-
selves and our neighbours of the common benefits of art and
nature'. cCould anything scatter our riches it would be such
impolitic contrivances.' And he concludes with the bold state-
ment: CI shall therefore venture to acknowledge that, not only
as a man, but as a British subject, I pray for the flourishing
commerce of Germany, Spain, Italy, and even France itself.'

Adam Smith

Hume's essays Of the Balance of Trade and Of the Jealousy of
Trade were written between 1749 and 1751. Adam Smith, who
was born in 1723, was from 1737 to 1740 attending lectures at
Glasgow University given by Francis Hutcheson. The latter
held the chair of Moral Philosophy, and under this title dealt
widely with economic matters. His System of Moral Philosophy,
published in 1755, shows clearly his influence upon Smith in
very many respects. From 1740 to 1746 Adam Smith was at
Oxford, but little is known of his work there. He returned to
Scotland and lectured in Edinburgh, at first on English literature
and later on rhetoric. In 1750 and 1751 Smith was advocating
natural liberty and freedom of trade in his Edinburgh lectures,
while Hume, who was twelve years his senior, was preparing
his essays for the press in the same city. It is highly probable
that their ideas were running upon parallel lines before they
met. There is no doubt that Adam Smith was greatly impressed
by Hume's essays as soon as he read them. He quotes them
several times and expresses his admiration of the author. They
were in close personal touch from 1752 onwards.